
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6076 July 20, 2004 
him to Washington or what they sent 
him here to do. To a newspaper back 
home in 1987, he said, ‘‘I have come to 
learn that leadership does not mean 
two hoots in hell to most folks back 
home if it tends to distract you in any 
way from your primary concern for 
them.’’ I think most Americans would 
agree today. 

In a speech before the Illinois State 
Convention of AMVETS in 1956, this 
veteran who served with the 39th Infan-
try Regiment as a combat infantryman 
in England, France, Belgium and Ger-
many for nearly 10 years was wounded 
by machine gun fire and subsequently 
awarded two Bronze Stars, the Purple 
Heart and four Battle Stars, said this, 
‘‘As veterans of World War II and 
Korea, the awful imprint of those con-
flicts is still fresh on our minds, and no 
one appreciates more than we that we 
are at peace today. Just as the fate of 
our country and the freedom-loving na-
tions rested on our shoulders in time of 
war, so are we obliged to shoulder the 
responsibilities of establishing and pre-
serving a lasting peace.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I commend my col-
league, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. LAHOOD), for introducing this 
measure. It is my hope that upon its 
passage, the Senate will act swiftly so 
we can get on with providing this trib-
ute to the service and life of a man who 
has done so much, not only for the 
Land of Lincoln, but for the man whose 
valiant military service, conservative 
leadership and steadfast commitment 
to traditional American values have 
helped reshape this Nation; and I urge 
my colleagues to support this measure, 
a befitting recognition of the legacy of 
this man who has borne the fate of this 
country and freedom-loving nations 
upon his shoulders. 

Madam Speaker, it is very richly de-
served. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam 
Speaker, I thank very much my col-
league for yielding me time. 

I come to the floor to express my 
deep appreciation for the House’s rec-
ognition of our colleague, former Mem-
ber of the House and Republican Lead-
er, Robert Michel, as the House goes 
about naming a veterans medical clinic 
after Robert H. Michel, a fabulous 
Member of the House who reflects 
much of that which is the best of this 
place. 

He was a Member of the House who 
for many years served as the minority 
leader during much of the time that I 
was a member of that caucus. As he 
carried forward that responsibility, he 
also carried forward some of the most 
important qualities of leadership in 
this House. He absolutely recognized 
that beyond the policy work that we 
do, that friendship on both sides of the 
aisle was fundamental to our success. 
And Bob Michel understood that as we 
walked away from the Chamber, we 

could be friends. And time and time 
again, he demonstrated the value of 
that because he was able to accomplish 
things as minority leader that all too 
often these days we find not getting ac-
complished. 

But, indeed, more important than all 
of that, Bob Michel represented his 
people in Illinois in a way like few ever 
have. He is a fabulous person and to 
have a medical clinic named after him 
is very, very appropriate, but particu-
larly appropriate in this sense. It is a 
part of the past history, but at one 
time I had the privilege as serving as 
chairman of the subcommittee that 
handles veterans affairs and medical 
care problems. We all know that we are 
all very proud of the amount of money 
that we are, from time to time, able to 
get appropriated for veterans services. 
All too seldom, however, are the people 
who work here in an organized sense on 
behalf of veterans, all too seldom are 
they willing to go down to the commu-
nities where those services are actually 
delivered. 

We have known for a long, long time 
that the big hospitals too often are too 
far away from where the services are 
needed, and too often the VSOs do not 
worry too much about whether the vet-
erans are getting the service they need 
at home. 

These medical clinics are designed to 
recognize that the huge hospital of the 
past is not necessarily the best way to 
deliver service in a local community 
either today or in the future. So this 
medical clinic as a part of the VA sys-
tem appropriately reflects the chang-
ing demands and needs for medical 
services for our veterans; but most im-
portantly in this instance, we recog-
nize the fabulous service and the un-
derstanding of veterans’ needs exhib-
ited by our colleague, Bob Michel. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, we have no further requests 
for time, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4608. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 

have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4608. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF UNITED 
STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS AND 
SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARD-
ING NEW VETERANS COURT-
HOUSE AND JUSTICE CENTER 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3936) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to author-
ize the principal office of the United 
States Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims to be at any location in the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, 
rather than only in the District of Co-
lumbia, and expressing the sense of 
Congress that a dedicated Veterans 
Courthouse and Justice Center should 
be provided for that Court and those it 
serves and should be located, if fea-
sible, at a site owned by the United 
States that is part of or proximate to 
the Pentagon Reservation, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 3936 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF UNITED 

STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS. 

Section 7255 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended by striking ‘‘District of Colum-
bia’’ and inserting ‘‘Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan area’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS RE-

GARDING NEW VETERANS COURT-
HOUSE AND JUSTICE CENTER. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Every Article I court of the United 
States other than the United States Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims is located in a 
dedicated courthouse. 

(2) The United States Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims has since its creation in 
1988 been located in a commercial office 
building in the District of Columbia. 

(3) That court should be housed in a dedi-
cated courthouse, as are all other Article I 
courts. 

(4) A dedicated courthouse for that court 
constituting a Veterans Courthouse and Jus-
tice Center would express the gratitude and 
respect of the Nation for the sacrifices of 
those serving and those who have served in 
the Armed Forces, and their families. 

(5) Location of such a courthouse and judi-
cial center in an area proximate to the Pen-
tagon, Arlington National Cemetery, and the 
Air Force Memorial (as planned) in Arling-
ton, Virginia would be symbolically signifi-
cant of the high esteem that the Nation 
holds for its veterans. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) a dedicated Veterans Courthouse and 
Justice Center should be provided for the 
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims; and 

(2) the Secretary of Defense, in cooperation 
with the United States Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims, the Secretary of Veterans 
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